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among women between the ages of 40 and 
55. My sister-in-law, Abby Irwin, was among 
them, having died at the age of only 41 after 
a courageous eleven-year struggle against 
breast cancer. 

This year alone, over 200,000 new cases of 
breast cancer will be diagnosed in the United 
States. In fact, a woman is diagnosed with a 
new case every three minutes. And one out of 
every eight women who live to the age of 85 
will develop breast cancer in her lifetime. 

However, there is good news: the survival 
rate of women who have breast cancer is 96 
percent when detected in the early stages. I 
am very grateful that my mother, for instance, 
is a twenty-year survivor. She is one among 
two million survivors nationwide. 

By observing Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month, we can do even more to promote the 
effectiveness of life-saving mammograms and 
monthly breast self-exams as the keys to early 
detection and prevention. Furthermore, we can 
recognize and applaud national and commu-
nity organizations for their work in promoting 
awareness about breast cancer, providing in-
formation, and offering treatment to its suf-
ferers. In my Long Island, New York district, I 
am proud to have an active and involved 
Breast Cancer Advisory Board that includes 
leading researchers, advocates and support 
personnel as well as survivors. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage each of my col-
leagues to join in paying tribute to the sur-
vivors, volunteers, and health care profes-
sionals who combat breast cancer and save 
lives each day. Until we find a cure, we should 
continue to do all that we can to increase re-
search funding and expand prevention aware-
ness for all women who are at risk today. 
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Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
honor that I ask my colleagues to join me in 
paying tribute to U.S. Marine Colonel Wayne 
J. Hallem of my hometown of Flint, Michigan. 
Colonel Hallem is receiving a promotion to his 
present rank by Lt. General Michael A. Hough 
on November 2, 2005 at a ceremony at the 
Pentagon. 

I have known Wayne and his family for 
many years. He spent his entire childhood in 
Flint, graduating from Flint Southwestern High 
School and Michigan State University, earning 
a degree in Criminal Justice and a commis-
sion as a 2nd Lieutenant via the Platoon 
Leadership Course (Combined) in 1983. 

After completing Basic School in Quantico, 
Colonel Hallem reported to MCB Quantico Se-
curity Battalion for duty as a Military Police 
Platoon Commander. He then attended Naval 
Flight Training in Pensacola, Florida where he 
earned his designation as a Naval Aviator. 
After qualifying as a CH–53E pilot, Colonel 
Hallem reported to HMH–466, where he 
worked in a number of positions. He also 
made two deployments with the 15th and 11th 
Marine Expeditionary Units (Special Oper-
ations Capable) and participated in Operations 
Desert Storm, Desert Shield, Team Spirit, 
Desert Stay, Eager Mace and Nautical Mantis. 

His awards include the Meritorious Service 
Medal with Gold Star, Air Medal with Numeral 
‘‘2’’, Navy Commendation Medal, Selected 
Marine Corps Reserve Medal, National De-
fense Service Medal, Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal, Korean Defense Service 
Medal, Humanitarian Service Medal, Out-
standing Volunteer Service Medal, Armed 
Forces Reserve Medal with ‘‘M’’ Device and 
several Unit Awards and Expeditionary Med-
als. 

During his participation in Desert Storm, 
Colonel Hallem flew approximately 60 mis-
sions. After serving for 10 months in Desert 
Storm, Colonel Hallem volunteered to remain 
in the Middle East in order to allow married 
Marines to return to their families. That kind of 
sacrifice represents the spirit of Wayne Hallem 
and is why I am so honored to pay tribute to 
him today. 

In March of 1993, Colonel Hallem reported 
to the 4th Marine Aircraft Wing in New Orle-
ans where he worked as a pilot and instructor. 
But more importantly, it is here where Wayne 
met his wife, Denise. They were married in 
New Orleans in October of 1995 and they now 
have three children, Sidney, Jake and David. 
Colonel Hallem was stationed in Japan for 
several years before being transferred back to 
Andrew Air Force Base in Maryland. He also 
maintains a career flying commercial aircraft 
for Northwest Airlines. Colonel Hallem’s com-
mitment to a strong America was evident once 
again when he was mobilized back into active 
duty in support of the global war on terrorism. 
Today, Colonel Hallem is the Director of the 
Crisis Response Center, Marine Corps Oper-
ations Center, the Pentagon, Washington, 
D.C. 

I know that family is very important to 
Wayne. He is close to his parents and his 
brother, Joe as well as his extended family. 
He is actively involved with all of his children. 
Whether he is watching Sidney play football 
and soccer, or playing Monopoly with Jake or 
playing catch with David, Wayne cherishes his 
time with his family. Despite his busy sched-
ule, Wayne finds time to stay involved in 
neighborhood activities and go on field trips 
with his children’s school. 

Wayne also deeply values his relationship 
with his friends and colleagues. He was al-
ways looked upon as a leader in the Marines. 
In fact, many of his Marine friends continue to 
seek Wayne’s counsel when they consider ca-
reer decisions and personal issues. It is a role 
that is well suited for Wayne. 

I have been friends with Wayne’s parents 
for decades, and I know Joan and Jim are ex-
tremely proud of Wayne’s accomplishments. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in paying tribute to Marine Colonel Wayne 
Hallem on his promotion to the rank of Colo-
nel. His dedication and service to our country 
and his commitment as a husband, father and 
friend serve as an example for all of us. I wish 
Wayne all the best on his future endeavors. 
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise with my col-
league and neighbor Ms. BARBARA LEE to pay 

tribute to Bonnie Dettmer who is being hon-
ored as the 2005 Castro Valley Business Per-
son of the Year in Castro Valley, California. 

Bonnie Dettmer died recently and her admir-
ers felt it a fitting tribute to honor her as the 
2005 Castro Valley Businessperson of the 
Year. She was the Castro Valley Chamber of 
Commerce’s top administrator for twenty years 
and worked tirelessly, during her long tenure 
as Executive Director, to make Castro Valley 
a better place to live and work. 

She achieved many milestones as Execu-
tive Director of the Castro Valley Chamber of 
Commerce. Her noteworthy accomplishments 
include personal outreach to businesses in 
Castro Valley to increase membership, serving 
as liaison to the Castro Valley Sheriff’s De-
partment and membership on the Sheriff’s Ad-
visory Committee, working to negotiate a 
water pipeline installation through Castro Val-
ley that proved to be least disruptive to the 
business and community at large, honoring 
over 380 students for awards as Student Citi-
zens of the Year at the Chamber’s annual 
luncheon, leading an Anti-Racism march in 
Castro Valley and uniting the community to 
denounce bigotry and racism, and organizing 
hundreds of volunteers to successfully man-
age community events, such as the Fall Fes-
tival, Volunteer Recognition Night, and Citizen 
of the Year. 

She is a recipient of the Rotary Paul Harris 
Fellowship Award for ‘‘Service Above Self’’, an 
award from the Private Industry Council and a 
Public Education Service Award for her com-
mitment to the Student Citizen of the Year 
Program. 

Friends and admirers describe Ms. 
Dettmer’s love for Castro Valley. She would 
work her regular 40 hours a week and then 
add another 20 to 30 hours on nights and 
weekends. She left a special mark on any ac-
tivity in which she was involved. 

The Business Person of the Year Award will 
be presented in her memory at the Castro Val-
ley Chamber’s annual luncheon on November 
1, 2005. We join the community in honoring 
her memory by designating the award to this 
well deserved, exemplary community leader. 
We shall miss Bonnie Dettmer. She leaves a 
legacy of accomplishments that will continue 
to be felt for many years to come. 
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Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, disgracefully tak-
ing advantage of the misery of the evacuees 
of Katrina the Republicans have launched a 
backdoor, covert, but not so subtle effort to 
establish a federally funded school voucher 
program on a mass scale. The Republicans 
call this initiative by the code name Family 
Education Reimbursement Act (FERA). Under 
FERA parents would be given an account 
number that provides up to 6,700 dollars per 
general education student and 8,200 dollars 
per special education student. At present Fed-
eral voucher intervention exists only in Wash-
ington DC for 1,700 students. FERA may ex-
pand this reach of vouchers to more than 
200,000 students. Overwhelming Federal 
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